
As ExEcutivE DirEctor of 
the Foundation of HoPE, i’d 

like to welcome you to the first 
edition of Foundation of HoPE’s 
“HoPE News,” a newsletter 
representing the three components 
of our organization: chaplaincy, 
Pre-release and Aftercare. in each 
issue, you’ll learn about recent 
happenings at HoPE, as well as 
current and upcoming news and 
events. “HoPE News” will be 
published twice a year, in the fall 
and in the spring; “HoPE e-News,” 
an electronic version of “HoPE 
News,” also will be published 
twice a year, in the winter and 
summer. if you would like to be 
added to the e-newsletter mailing 
list or if you have suggestions 
for our new publication, please 
feel free to contact me at sorr@
foundationofhope.org 

All the best,

susan orr
Executive Director
Foundation of HoPE

950 Second Avenue • Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

P: 412.350.2057 • F: 412.350.2138 • foundationofhope.org

For more inFormation: 

412.350.2057 • marci.burkhart@alleghenycounty.us

Charlie & Latasha Batch Jon Burnett Kenia

sponsored by:

You’re invited: 

“evening of HoPe” Fundraiser

PlEAsE joiN HoNorAry co-chairs charlie and latasha Batch at 
the Foundation of HoPE’s “Evening of HoPE” fundraiser on thurs-
day, Nov. 5, 6-8:30 p.m., at the rivers club, one oxford centre, 

downtown. in addition to a keynote address by Mr. Batch, entertainment 
throughout the evening will be provided by Brazilian singer Kenia, and 
the event will feature jon Burnett of KDKA as Mastor of ceremonies. 
Admission is $75 per person or $700 for 10 people, and includes heavy 
appetizers and a drink ticket. Guests can also enjoy an auction and raffle. 
sponsors include: uPMc Health Plan; sears Home services; Allegheny 
Plywood; Monteverde’s; Good looks Eyewear; insight lAsiK & refrac-
tive Group; First lutheran church; the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh; 
Pittsburgh theological seminary; tom and Barb Greway; Pittsburgh Pen-
guins; Adventure Development; and the Best of the Batch Foundation. 
Pittsburgh Magazine is serving as media sponsor. For more information, 
please contact susan orr at sorr@foundationofhope.org.
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Female inmates Write 
Personal versions 
of “declaration of 
independence” 

THis yEAr’s FourtH of july offered added meaning 
for maximum-security female inmates: july 4 marked 

the last session of “About Me,” an eight-week morning 
program during which the women write poetry, perform 
songs or express themselves through other creative out-
lets. jail chaplain vernetta Byrd, who leads the Foun-
dation of HoPE-based program, recently developed a 
Fourth of july-themed project for the final class.

Each of the approximately half-dozen women expressed 
their new-found independence by writing their own ver-
sions of the “Declaration of independence,” based on 
their ideas and perspectives. the maximum-security fe-
male inmates involved in “About Me” are often unable to 
participate in other programs if minimum- or medium-se-
curity women are involved. rev. Byrd created “About Me” 
for maximum-security female inmates to help them to fo-
cus on self, as well as thoughts, actions and environment 
that led them to their stays at Acj and other institutions. 

experiencing the HoPe Pre-release 
Graduation Ceremony

AttENDiNG oNE oF HoPE Pre-release’s graduation 
ceremonies is a truly inspirational experience. sup-

ported by a roomful of guests, graduates proudly and 
gratefully recount the eight-week program which focuses 
on such key themes as:

•	 Addiction	and	recovery

•	 Anger	management

•	 Confronting	“stinking	thinking”

•	 Life	skills

•	 Parenting

•	 Release	and	reintegration

•	 Spiritual	development

the graduation ceremonies always include guest speakers 
such as former Pittsburgh steeler charlie Batch, who now 
runs Best of the Batch Foundation, former inmates, and 
at times musicians, including local Pittsburgh artist, joy 

ike. the speakers share their wisdom and own life experi-
ences to further bolster participants’ morale, confidence 
and strength.

“it’s powerful to witness the excitement and pride that 
surrounds a HoPE graduation,” said caitlin Werth, Direc-
tor of the Pre-release program. “these men and women 
are learning the power of transformation. it’s difficult to 
put words to what it’s like to witness that.”

to date 35 female and 58 male graduation ceremonies 
have taken place. upcoming graduations will take place 
on Wednesday, oct. 7; Friday, oct. 9; Monday, Dec. 14; 
and Friday, Dec. 18. Female graduations typically take 
place on Wednesdays; male graduations take place on 
Fridays.

Please consider attending an upcoming HoPE gradua-
tion ceremony. if you’re interested, contact caitlin Werth, 
Director of the Pre-release program, at caitlin.werth@al-
leghenycounty.us or 412-350-1322. 

“Declaration of Independence” artwork created by participants

Jail Chaplain Vernetta Byrd with “About Me” participants.



donating to 
Foundation of HoPe

IN-KiND DoNAtioNs of paperback books and Bibles 
are priceless to jail inmates. When Dan iddings, owner 

of classic lines Bookstore in squirrel Hill, learned this 
year that there is an ongoing need for paperback books, 
he quickly responded by donating about 10 boxes of 
books.

other “wish list” donations that HoPE accepts include: 
full size (not travel size) shampoo, lotion, deodorant, 
toothpaste; and new plain sweat suits in any color, 
except red and orange.

if you have paperback books or other wish list 
items to donate to Foundation of HoPE, please 
contact Marci Burkhart, office Manager at marci.
burkhart@alleghenycounty.us or call the chap-
lain’s office at 412-350-2057. Donation receipts 
are available. 

Chaplaincy: 
Holy thursday
MorE tHAN 40 Allegheny county jail 

inmates were able to attend Holy 
thursday worship services with Bishop Da-
vid Zubik on April 2. the service included 
Bishop Zubik performing the ritual of wash-
ing, drying and kissing the feet of 12 in-
mates who volunteered to be a part of a 
tradition of service, just as jesus did on 
Holy thursday.

Dan Iddings



Correctional employees’ Week

2015 Pre-release and 
Aftercare volunteer 
Appreciation event

FouNDAtioN oF HoPE thanked nearly 100 
people for their ongoing support, at HoPE’s 

june 19 Pre-release and After care volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner. the dinner took place at 
shadyside Presbyterian church, who graciously 
donated their facility. Guests enjoyed a dinner 
catered by community Kitchens, an organization 
that offers career training for ex-offenders. Music 
was provided by chris and Elise Massa. speakers 
included officer jason Beck, one of the regular 
correctional officers on the male HoPE pod, and 
a former HoPE Pre-release participant.

HoPe receives $10,000 
Grant from Southminster 
Presbyterian Church 

HoPE WAs tHE rEcENt recipient of a $10,000 grant 
from southminster Presbyterian church. the grant will 

support such critical needs as enhancing the Aftercare Pro-
gram, maintaining support groups, board training, and mar-
keting/fundraising efforts. “When you are in 
the midst of HoPE participants, there is a 
hope, a true beauty you can see in their 
eyes and their demeanor. there is a 
magic that happens there. they move 
me to tears.” – Marion Bragdon, long 
time HoPE volunteer and member of 
southminster Presbyterian church.

DuriNG corrEctioNAl EMPloyEEs’ Week, the chaplain’s office holds an an-
nual memorial service to commemorate all deceased employees of Allegheny 

county jail. correctional officer rick stevenson (above left), treasurer of the Allegh-
eny county Prison Employees independent union, reads the roll of deceased em-
ployees near the memorial table recognizing those who died in the last year. the 
Honor Guard (above right) from state correctional institution/Pittsburgh represents 
the prison during the service. rev. Kimberly Greway (left), Director of chaplaincy ser-
vices, prays for the families of the deceased. Below are the names of the deceased 
who were honored at this event.

George E. Gorham  Madeline cotton  Edwin F. utzig 
Margaret M. Fitzgerald john r. corey William c. Buel 
charles r. Graham sr. richard F. Pfeiffer Paul r. Nally
Michael D. Patterson, MD Francis s. Zilko Dolores j. Gilchrist
rosemary l. Kelly james M. Pistorius richard seibel 

All are invited to the annual memorial service held in May.



Officers & BOArD 
Of DirectOrs
president: 
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Shop at Amazon Smile, Support Foundation of HoPe
Next time you shop at Amazon, please consider donating 
a percentage of your spending to Foundation of HoPE. 
sign up for “Amazon smile” and support HoPE with each 
and every purchase that you make.
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new Board Members 
& Staff Join HoPe 

THE FolloWiNG BoArD officers and members were 
recently voted into office. Additionally, HoPE hired/

promoted three administrative staff members, including 
HoPE’s first full-time Executive Director.

Lynne chadwick, a Point Breeze resident, joined the 
HoPE board in April. chadwick is employed as Director in 
risk & compliance for BNy Mellon. 

chuck Green, of south Park, joined the board in February. 
He recently became board treasurer. Green is employed 
as cFo at Alumisource corporation. 

carol Popp, a city of Pittsburgh resident, joined the 
HoPE board in september. she has held leadership roles 
at such area non-profits as sisters of st. Francis of Millvale, 
south Hills interfaith Ministries, Holy Family institute, the 
Arthritis Foundation, Great lakes region and Girl scouts 
Western PA. she is a graduate of university of Pittsburgh.

Marci Burkhart was hired as the office Manager in the 
chaplain’s office at the Allegheny county jail. Burkhart is 
an experienced administrator with entrepreneurial experi-
ence.

rev. Kimberly Greway, who was hired by HoPE five years 
ago as Director of chaplaincy services while also taking 
on the duties of part-time Executive Director, now holds 
the title of chief operating officer/Director of chaplaincy 
services. A graduate of Allegheny college with a BA in 
French and Duke Divinity school with a Masters of Divin-
ity, she and her husband, Kenneth Hendrata, reside in Mt. 
lebanon. rev. Greway, an ordained pastor, was previously 
Associate Pastor at Mt. lebanon united Methodist church 
and pastor in the Poole and swanage circuit of the British 
Methodist church.

susan Orr was hired as HoPE’s first full-time Executive 
Director. A graduate of indiana university of Pennsylva-
nia with a BA in journalism and Point Park university with 
an MA in journalism and communications, orr and her 
family reside in Aspinwall. orr most recently worked at 
sojourner House, inc., as Director of Development, and 
Point Park university, as Director of corporate and Foun-
dation relations.



Support Foundation of HOPE. 
Donate today by visiting www.foundationofhope.org

The Foundation of HOPE continually has a 
strong need for male mentors. 

HoPE’s mentoring component matches inmates and ex-offenders with men-
tors who can assist them on a one-on-one basis. Mentors maintain profes-
sional relationships with their mentees by visiting them in jail at least three 
times a month and maintaining the match for at least a year. upon release, 
mentors and mentees are expected to meet weekly. 

continuing education classes on topics, such as eco-maps, criminal and 
addictive thinking patterns, and healthy boundaries, provide mentors with 
the tools necessary to maximize their effectiveness. on the outside, HoPE’s 
weekly support groups provide a forum for ex-offenders and their support-
ers to share resources, network, and address social, intellectual, vocational, 
spiritual, emotional, environmental, and physical needs.

Male inmates are waiting for male mentors, so please help HoPE put the MEN 
back into MENtors. spread the word that this is an opportunity for you, your 
friends and family (men and women) who have been asking questions about 
mentoring and looking for ways to serve to make a difference in someone’s 
life. For information, please contact jraeford@foundationofhope.org.

950 second Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219
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Foundation of HoPE is a 

Pittsburgh-based interfaith non-

profit with the mission to:

“Empower incarcerated 

and released individuals to 

restore their relationship 

with their God, rebuild their 

lives, and reconcile to their 

communities.”

“Sow an act

and you reap a habit.

Sow a habit

and you reap a character.

Sow a character

and you reap a destiny.”

— charles reade

Interested in Becoming a Mentor? 


